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This communication is filed with and in support of a Pre- Appeal Brief Request for 
Review, requesting a panel review to determine whether the Examiner has established a prima 
facie case of anticipation with respect to pending claims 1-10 and 23-32. 

Claim 1 relates to a method for data distribution that includes, inter alia, redistributing 
the logical addresses among the storage devices in the extended set so as to cause a portion of tlie 
logical addresses to be transferred from the storage devices in the initial set to the additional 
storage device. In claim 1 , the redistributing is performed while maintaining the balanced 
access and while maintaining the same logical addresses for the logical addresses in the initial 
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set of storage devices that are not transferred to the additional storage device. 

The Examiner asserts that United States Patent No, 5>61 5,352 to Jacobsou et al. 
(hereinafter referred to as Jacobson) discloses all of the features of claim 1 . However, Jacobson 
does not disclose or suggest maintaining the same logical addresses for the logical addresses in 
the initial set of storage devices that are not transferred to the additional storage device. 

The Examiner asserts that: 

... the original logical addresses for the initial set of storage 
devices remain the same because Jacobson teaches that when more 
storage disks are added, only the data that needs to be moved to the 
new disk is actiially transferred ... By moving only the data that 
needs to be transferred to additional storage device, the logical 
addresses for the data not moved would remain the same in the 
initial set of storage devices as it was prior to the addition of 
storage devices. 

(Advisory Action; page 2, last paragraph^ citing Jacobson col. 2, lines 9-25). However, this 

summary of Jacobson completely mischaracterizes the reference. The cited section of Jacobson 

actually states only that: . 

According to on e m ethod, the physical storage space of the disk 
array is configured into multiple stripes for storing a predetermined 
amoiuit of data. The stripes extend across multiple storage disks in 
the disk arrayj» and are made up of one or more equal sized 
segments from each storage disk in the disk array. When more 
storage disks are added, data from one stripe is moved to a 
another portion of the physical storage space. The physical 
storage space containing the stripe is then reconfigured into an 
expanded stripe for storing data. This expanded stnpe spans 
across all storage disks» including the new additional storage disks. 
The expanded stripe is then ready to receive new data. This process 
is continued stripe-by-stripe until all stripes have been confi gored 
to include tlie new disks. While the stiipe is being expanded, the 
data storage system does not allocate any virtual blocks within the 
selected stripe. 

(Jacobson col. 2, lines 9-25; emphasis added). As is readily apparent from the cited section, 
Jacobson does NOT teach that only data that needs to be moved to a new disk is actually 
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part of the expanded storage area, after expansion. In contrast. Applicant's invention recites 
moving data only into the added space, and never moving data within the original storage space 
after expanding the storage area. Jacobson moves data within the storage space, but not 
necessarily only to the added space. 

There is no disclosure in any of the cited sections of Jacobson of perfonning load 
balancUtg and redistributing, white maintaining Hie same logical addresses for the logical 
addresses in the initial set of storage devices that are not transferred to the additional storage 
device. Therefore, for at least this reason the claims are allowable over Jacobson. 

In view of the remarks set forth above, tliis application is believed to be in condition for 
allowance which action is respectfully requested. Any fee due with this paper may be charged on 
Deposit Account 50-1290. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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